
Prepare & Review: English Autumn 1

Summary of learning Autumn 1:.

• Dickens’ London and poverty

• Reading the novel Oliver Twist

• How to write a topic sentence

• Analysing characters from the novel

• Selecting and analysing quotations

Tier 3 vocabulary, concepts and skills Tier 2 vocabulary

• novel

• analytical

• glossary

• topic sentence

• dialect

• annotation

• quotation

• Dickens

• Victorian

• era

• workhouse

• poverty

• naïve

• victim

• orphan

• vulnerable

• corrupt

• villain

• malicious

• bully

• brutal

• innocent

The big question

What was life like for the poor in 

Victorian London?
• You could look at the 1834 Poor Law.

• This could be a mind map, a poster or you 

could organise your information into 

paragraphs.

Complete by Week 2

Something to Research

What did Crime and Punishment look 

like in the Victorian era?
• Explain the legal and justice system

• Describe the punishments 

• Use sub-headings to organise your 

writing

Complete by Week 4

Something to Watch 
Watch ‘The Charles Dickens Show’ and produce 

a creative response showing what you have 

learned: it could be a song, a speech, a letter or 

something else from an orphan or Dr Barnardo, 

or even Dickens himself. Get creative!
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p011t0t5

Complete by Week 6

Something to Read 

Ruby in the Smoke

Modern author Philip Pullman

also writes about Victorian

London. But this novel is detective

fiction and the protagonist is 

female.

How can I review my learning as part of the revision clock?:

• Complete Frayer models for your key vocabulary.

• Use your graphic organiser to make sure you understand the plot and characters from the 

novel.

• Review your mastery quiz questions and answers and make sure you have completed all of 

your re-teach tasks.

Mastery quizzes every fortnight and assessment at the end of term


