
Literacy at Bluecoat Aspley Academy

At Bluecoat Aspley, we believe in each one of our students. We 
believe that striving for exceptional literacy standards empowers 
our students to become speakers, listeners, readers and writers 
who can fulfil their individual potential. We want each student to 
have the communication skills and knowledge to give them 
choices and to claim their place within society. Therefore, we 
encourage discussion and debate as well as reading, and writing, 
for progress and for pleasure in every subject. We believe that by 
embedding literacy within each faculty, our students will 
recognise how these skills underpin our aspirational curriculum 
and their own opportunities. The provision of literacy at Bluecoat 
enables students to understand the richness of human thought, 
their place within this narrative and have the skills to move it 
forwards. They will leave our Academy with an individual voice 
which demands to be heard; informed by their sensitive 
approach to reading and listening, and expressed eloquently 
through their speech and writing. Their knowledge of literacy will 
enable them to become advocates for themselves and for others 
without a voice.
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Literacy at Bluecoat Aspley Academy

We want to provide a summary of some suggestions of how to 
support your child’s literacy at home.

These are outlined in the following pages and mirror our 
classroom practices. 

Further support is available through workshops and information 
evenings as well as on our website. 

Do please contact us if you have any questions or if we can help. 



Disciplinary

Literacy

Find resources, templates, ideas and links on 
our website https://www.bluecoataspley.co.uk/

You could remind 
your child that literacy 

is important in life
and as part of every

subject area.

Try to promote a positive
attitude towards

reading, vocabulary,
speaking, listening

and writing skills regardless 
of your experience.

Encourage your
child to engage

with literacy
enrichment

opportunities such as 
challenges and 
competitions.

Encourage your
child to practise
their skills and to

ask for help.

Talk with us so we can 
work together to support 
your child, whatever their 

experience of literacy.

Literacy is not just part of our English lessons. Reading, 
vocabulary, speaking, listening and writing are promoted 
across the curriculum and in form times.

Students will develop their literacy skills in lessons, in 
form times and through extra-curricular opportunities.

Every member of staff believes that literacy can change 
lives.

Key 
elements 
for each 
literacy 
strand.

https://www.bluecoataspley.co.uk/


Vocabulary Find resources, templates, ideas and links on 
our website https://www.bluecoataspley.co.uk/

Play games such as 
Taboo or Articulate.

Encourage your child to 
use and review their 

Frayer Model.

Encourage your child to 
use a precise word –

choose the word “dog” 
rather than “animal”, 

choose the word
“Labrador” rather than 

“dog”.

Breakdown new words 
and think about what 
they might mean and 

what clues there are to 
help. Record these.

Create a family Word
Wall with new words. 
Use these regularly in 

speech. Create games to 
review them.

We encourage students to use a range of 
strategies to decode and comprehend individual 
words.
We explicitly teach Tier 3 (subject specific) words 
and all subjects address Tier 2 (common complex) 
words.
Students are encouraged to record vocabulary to 
help them use, transfer and retrieve their learning. The Frayer Model

https://www.bluecoataspley.co.uk/


Reading Find resources, templates, ideas and links on 
our website https://www.bluecoataspley.co.uk/

Encourage your child 
to read for 20 

minutes each day. 
Work up to this if it 

seems a lot. 

Talk about what your child 
has read. Ask questions to 

support their understanding. 
Remember reading could be 
leaflets, non-fiction or even 

packaging.

Encourage your child to 
listen to fluent readers 
either by listening to 

audio books or reading to 
them. Take it in turns to 
read a page, encourage 
them to echo what they 

hear and read in the 
same way using 

punctuation and clues 
from the text.

Read a range of material; 
e-readers and audio books 

count! Use our school 
library, visit the local library 
and use our recommended 

reading lists.

Encourage your child to 
participate in the regular 

library and literacy 
enrichment opportunities 

and competitions.

We explicitly teach a range of strategies to help students 
to decode and comprehend a variety of texts. Our 
Reading for Progress form time curriculum explicitly 
teaches active reading strategies.

We encourage students to read around their subjects and 
to read for pleasure.

We have an excellent library. We promote a range of 
reading challenges, ‘big events’ and author visits.

Our 
active 

reading 
strategies

https://www.bluecoataspley.co.uk/


Breaking down 

writing

Find resources, templates, ideas and links on 
our website https://www.bluecoataspley.co.uk/

Encourage your child 
to hand write as 
well as to use a 

computer (if 
appropriate).

Ask your child to talk
about what they’re going 

to write or make some 
notes on scrap paper 

before they write.

Help your child to choose 
an appropriate graphic 
organiser to organise 

their writing. 

Encourage your child to 
read through what they 
have written – reading it 

aloud can help – ask them 
to make corrections and 

improvements.

Encourage your child to 
participate in our wider 

writing opportunities and 
competitions.

We explicitly teach a range of strategies to support 
students as they plan, write and edit complex texts.

We encourage students to write as a subject expert 
being aware of their audience and purpose.

We support students to use accurate spelling, 
punctuation and grammar.

Graphic 
Organisers

https://www.bluecoataspley.co.uk/


Combining Reading 

and Writing

Find resources, templates, ideas and links on 
our website https://www.bluecoataspley.co.uk/

Encourage your child 
to look at examples
before they write.

Read and explore 
examples of subject 

experts (blogs, websites, 
reports, articles…) to use 

as a model.

Encourage your child to 
read nonfiction texts as 

well as fiction and to 
think about how different 
types of texts are written. 

They may want to 
recreate the format, tone 

and even sentence 
structure.

Remind your child to 
think about the question

before they write an
answer.

Use the school library 
and Reading Cloud to 

find recommended reads 
and texts on our subject 

readings lists.

We explicitly teach students how to connect their 
reading to their writing.

We use models to support students as they write in 
response to a text.

We support students to interrogate a question to 
support their response and to understand what they 
are specifically being asked to do.

Reading 
Cloud

User name: initial 
and surname

Password: Date 
of birth – just 6 

numbers

https://www.bluecoataspley.co.uk/


Oracy
Speaking and listening

Find resources, templates, ideas and links on 
our website https://www.bluecoataspley.co.uk/ 

We encourage students to develop their active listening 
skills and respond appropriately to others’ viewpoints. 

We explicitly teach students how to present, how to 
debate, to challenge and how to extend others’ opinions.

We help students to make connections between speaking 
and writing.

Encourage your child 
to show that they 
are listening to a 
speaker through 

their body language 
and gestures.

Prompt your child to ask
others questions and to
summarise their answer.

Encourage your child to 
talk in full sentences and
play games like talking for 
a minute on a particular

topic or trying to 
persuade you that their 

viewpoint is correct.

Encourage your child to 
listen to appropriate 

podcasts or audio books.

Encourage your child to 
participate in our wider 
oracy opportunities like 

AoW, debates and 
presentations.

The Oracy 
Framework

(Voice21)


