
Bluecoat Aspley Academy Curriculum map 
Our ethos at Bluecoat Aspley Academy is, to believe in yourself, in others and in God. Through this we aspire to be courageously inclusive, living 
by our values of faith, hope, family and respect. We implement this through the PERFECT teaching model to produce pupils that are highly 
literate, CRITICAL thinkers. 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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Understanding 

Christianity: 

God as Trinity 

Nature of God 

Trinity expressed 

through worship 

Creation 

The Fall 

Sin 

 

 

Judaism: 

Shema 

Father Abraham 

Moses and the Egyptians. 

Pesach 

Decalogue 

The Torah  

 

Life of Jesus: 

Incarnation 

Teachings 

Jesus the rebel 

Holy week 

Crucifixion 

resurrection 

The nature of, and arguments for, God: 

Trinity. 

God as creator. 

The “Omni-Characteristics” of God. 

God as Eternal.  

God as transcendent. 

God as personal/Impersonal. 

Religious experience as proof for God. 

Miracles as proof for God. 

The problem of Evil. 

Irenaeus/Augustine’s theodicy. 

Cosmological Argument 

Teleological argument. 

Dharmic Religions: 

Nature of the 

divine. 

Founders 

Worship 

Afterlife 

Morals + Morality 
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Understanding Islam: 

Nature of Allah 

Prophet Mohammed 

and his teachings. 

Night of Power  

Hijrah 

Tawhid + Shahadah. 

Salah + the Mosque. 

Hajj 

Sawm 

 

 

 

Inspirational People: 

What makes someone inspirational?  

Bonhoeffer and costly Grace,  

Bonhoeffer debate (should Christians ever kill?) 

Desmond Tutu and Ultimate forgiveness. 

Tutu Debate (should Christians have to forgive 

everyone?) 

Oscar Romero and what it means to self-sacrifice.  

Romero Debate (Should religion stay of politics?) 

Ghandi and the importance of Pacifism. 

Ghandi Debate (should we always follow pacifism?) 

Malala and personal struggle. 

Spirited Arts: 

Christian Artwork. 

Islam and Calligraphy 

(links to Tawhid) 

Buddhism and 

Mandalas.  

Production and 

presentation of your 

own piece of spiritual 

artwork. 

The Image of God: 

What it means to be made in the image 

of God. 

Importance of Humans. 

Creation and the environment. 

What it means to treat people Equally. 

Stereotype 

Sexism. 

Racism. 

Homophobia.  

Religious Discrimination. 
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Ethical 

Theories:  

Utilitarianism 

Situation 

Ethics 

Applied to 

Marriage and 

Family  

Christian Beliefs: 

Nature of God 

Incarnation 

Trinity 

Salvation 

Atonement 

Creation 

Christianity-Marriage 

and Family: 

Marriage and Divorce 

Cohabitation 

Family structure 

Pre-marital sex 

Church support for 

Families 

 

Muslim Beliefs: 

The 6 beliefs. 

The 5 Roots. 

Angels. 

Prophets 

The 12 Imams. 

Holy books 

Predestination 

Ethical Theories 

Natural Law 

Kantian Ethics 

Applied to crime 

and punishment. 

Islam-Crime and 

Punishment: 

Hadd Punishments 

Forgiveness 

Preventing Crime 

Aims of 

Punishment 

The Death Penalty 

Causes of crime 
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Living a Christian Life: 

Christian worship 

Prayer 

The Sacraments 

Christian religious celebrations 

The future of the Christian Church 

The role and importance of the local 

church in the local community 

Pilgrimage 

 

Living a Muslim Life: 

The Ten Obligatory acts of Shi’a Islam 

Shahadah 

Salah 

Sawm 

Zakah 

Hajj 

Jihad 

Celebrations and commemorations 

Christianity-Matters of Life and Death: 

Origins and value of the universe 

Science (Christian responses) 

Sanctity of life 

Abortion 

Euthanasia 

Life after death 

Natural World 
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Islam-Peace and Conflict: 

Peace-making and forgiveness 

Pacifism and conflict 

Holy War 

Just War Theory 

Weapons of Mass Destruction 

Utilitarianism 

Passive resistance and Arab Spring 

Humanism 

 

Revision: 

Christian Beliefs. 

Muslim Beliefs. 

Living a Muslim Life. 

Living a Christian Life. 

Evaluative writing 

practice. 

Revision: 

Christianity: Marriage 

and Family.  

Islam: Crime and 

Punishment. 

Evaluative writing 

practice. 

Revision: 

Christianity: Matters of 

life and death. 

Islam: Peace and 

conflict. 

Evaluative writing 

practice. 
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Ancient Philosophical 

Influences 

The analogy of the cave. 

The theory of the forms. 

Aristotle’s 4 causes.  

Comparison of the 

Prime Mover and the 

Form of the good. 

 

Mind body and Soul 

The debate between 

materialism/dualism 

and monism.  

Plato’s views on a 

dualist soul. 

Aristotle’s arguments in 

support of monism.  

Descartes and Ryle’s 

arguments in support of 

materialism. 

 

The Problem of Evil 

Differing formulations 

of the problem of evil 

from Mackie, Mill and 

Dostoevsky.  

Augustine’s theodicy 

along with Hick’s 

reworking.  

Irenaeus Theodicy. 

 

Arguments of god 

based on Reason 

Anselm’s ontological 

argument. 

Gaunilo’s response to 

Anselm’s first 

formulation.  

Anselm’s second 

formulation.  

Kant’s criticisms of the 

Ontological argument. 

 

 

Arguments for God 

based on Experience 

Aquinas version of the 

teleological argument 

the fifth way. 

Paley’s analogy of the 

watch.  

Criticisms and 

responses to the 

teleological argument.  

The cosmological 

argument framed by 

Aquinas first 3 “ways”.  

Hume’s criticisms of the 

Cosmological argument. 

Religious Experience 

Nature and influence of 

religious experience. 

Mystical Experiences. 

Conversion experiences. 

William James 

Swinburne 

Social/Sociological 

explanations.  

 

  Nature and 

Attributes of God 

An exploration of 

the characteristics 

of God, and logical 

issues surrounding 

them.  

God’s Omniscience 

with reference to 

Boethius. 

God’s 

Omnipotence with 

reference to 

Descartes and 

Aquinas. 

God’s Eternity with 

reference to 

Swinburne and 

Boethius.  

God’s Omni 

benevolence in 

relation to Hume 

and God’s 

judgement.  
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  Natural Law 

Telos 

The 4 types of Law and 

how they relate to one 

another.  

The primary precepts 

and how they relate to 

the secondary precepts. 

Evaluation of the 

theory. 

Kantian Ethics 

Kant’s understanding 

of duty.  

The hypothetical 

imperative. 

The categorical 

imperative along with 

its 3 formulations. 

Kant’s three 

postulates. 

Evaluation of the 

theory. 

Comparison with 

Natural Law. 

 

Utilitarianism  

Bentham and the 

Hedonistic Calculus.  

Mill’s development of 

the theory including 

higher and lower 

pleasures. 

The difference 

between act and rule 

Utilitarianism.  

Evaluation of the 

theory. 

Situation Ethics 

Agape and the 

value of 

Teleological ethics.  

The six 

propositions. 

The 4 working 

principles.  

Fletchers 

understanding of 

conscience.  

Evaluation of the 

theory. 

 

Euthanasia 

Understanding 

different views on 

the sanctity of life, 

quality of life and 

personhood.  

Different forms of 

Euthanasia 

including voluntary 

and non-voluntary. 

Application of 

Natural law and 

Situation Ethics to 

the topic of 

Euthanasia.  

Business Ethics 

Understanding a 

range of ethical 

issues surrounding 

business ethics.  

Corporate social 

responsibility.  

Whistle-Blowing. 

Good Ethics is good 

business.  

Globalisation.  

Application of 

Kantian Ethics and 

Utilitarianism to 

the issues 

surrounding 

business ethics.  
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Augustine’s Teaching 

on Human Nature. 

Augustine’s life and 

influences. 

Human nature as 

created by God.  

The fall. 

Human relationships 

before the fall. 

Human relationships 

after the fall.  

Augustine’s teaching on 

grace. 

Strengths and 

weaknesses of 

Augustine’s views on 

human nature.  

Death and the Afterlife. 

Resurrection. 

Heaven. 

Aquinas and the Beatific 

vision. 

Hell. 

Purgatory.  

Election. 

Judgement.  

The parable of the 

sheep and goats. 

Knowledge of God’s 

Existence. 

Bonaventure’s way of 

seeing. 

Discovering truth 

through natural 

theology. 

The sense of the divine.  

The order of creation.  

Revealed Knowledge of 

God. 

The grace of God. 

The Bible and 

knowledge of God. 

Acts 17:16-34 

 

The person of Jesus 

Christ.  

Jesus the son of God. 

Jesus’ knowledge of 

God and of his own 

nature. 

Jesus as God and man. 

The miracles of Jesus. 

The resurrection of 

Jesus. 

Jesus as Rabbi. 

The Challenge of “The 

myth of God incarnate”. 

Jesus the Liberator.  

Christian Moral 

Principles. 

Using the Bible as a 

source of moral 

Guidance. 

The Bible as the direct 

word of God. 

The Bible as the 

interpreted work of 

God. 

Church tradition and 

the Bible. 

Church tradition in 

Anglican 

understanding.  

Church tradition in the 

Catholic 

understanding.  

Issues raised by the 

idea of Church 

tradition. 

Reason. 

Love (Agape) as the 

only ethical principle.  

Christian Moral 

Action. 

The German 

Church at the time 

of Hitler.  

Bonhoeffer’s call to 

obedience and 

discipleship.  

Civil disobedience.  

The role of the 

Church.  

Bonhoeffer’s role 

in the Confessing 

Church and at 

Finkenwalde. 

The cost of 

discipleship. 

Solidarity.  

Sacrifice, suffering 

and the cross.  

Pluralism and 

Theology. 

Theology of 

religion. 

Exclusivism.  

Criticisms of 

exclusivism.  

Inclusivism.  

Criticisms of 

Inclusivism.  

Pluralism.  

Criticisms of 

pluralism.  

Biblical texts to use 

in support of 

different 

perspectives.  

 

Pluralism and 

Society. 

The development 

of Multi-Faith 

societies.  

The challenges of a 

multi-faith society 

for Christianity.  

Interfaith dialogue 

and Christian 

responses to it.  

Redemptoris 

Missio. 
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Sharing the Gospel 

of Salvation.  

The Scriptural 

Reasoning 

movement. 

Y
e

a
r 

1
3

 P
h

ilo
so

p
h

y 

Nature and Attributes 

of God 

An exploration of the 

characteristics of God, 

and logical issues 

surrounding them.  

God’s Omniscience with 

reference to Boethius. 

God’s Omnipotence 

with reference to 

Descartes and Aquinas. 

God’s Eternity with 

reference to Swinburne 

and Boethius.  

God’s Omni 

benevolence in relation 

to Hume and God’s 

judgement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Religious Language 1 

Uses of Religious 

Language. 

The Via-Negativa. 

Use of Analogy/Symbol. 

Criticisms of analogy 

and symbol as 

meaningful ways to use 

religious Language. 

 

Religious Language 2 

Cognitive and Non 

cognitive use of 

Language. 

Logical positivism. 

Wittgenstein and 

Language games. 

Flew and the 

Falsification Principle. 

Ayer and Verification. 

Comparing Wittgenstein 

with Aquinas. 

Influence on the 

interpretation of 

religious texts. 
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  Meta-Ethics 

Absolutism and 

Relativism. 

Ethical Naturalism. 

Criticisms of Naturalism. 

Intuitionism.  

Criticisms of 

Intuitionism.  

Emotivism. 

Criticisms of Emotivism. 

Prescriptivism. 

Criticisms of 

Prescriptivism. 

Conscience 

Biblical Passages 

relating to conscience. 

Aquinas theological 

approach to 

conscience.  

Vincible and Invincible 

ignorance.  

Freud’s psychological 

approach to 

conscience. 

Criticisms of Freud’s 

account of conscience. 

Comparison of Freud 

and Aquinas’ views 

 

Sexual Ethics 

Biblical approaches to 

sexual Ethics. 

Premarital sex. 

Extramarital sex.  

Ethical theories 

applied to pre/extra 

marital sex.  

Homosexuality.  

Ethical theories 

applied to 

Homosexuality. 
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Pluralism and 

Theology. 

Theology of religion. 

Exclusivism.  

Criticisms of 

exclusivism.  

Inclusivism.  

Criticisms of Inclusivism.  

Pluralism.  

Criticisms of pluralism.  

Biblical texts to use in 

support of different 

perspectives. 

 

Pluralism and Society. 

The development of 

Multi-Faith societies.  

The challenges of a 

multi-faith society for 

Christianity.  

Interfaith dialogue and 

Christian responses to 

it.  

Redemptoris Missio. 

Sharing the Gospel of 

Salvation.  

The Scriptural 

Reasoning movement. 

Gender and Society. 

Biological Sex and 

Gender. 

Changing views of 

gender and gender 

roles.  

Patriarchy.  

Feminism. 

Traditional Christian 

views about men and 

woman.  

Christian responses to 

secular views on gender 

roles. 

Christian views on 

different types of 

Family.  

Differing views of 

motherhood.  

 

Gender and Theology. 

Feminist theology.  

Mary Daly. 

Daly’s criticism of 

Christian thinkers.  

Daly and spirituality.  

Criticisms of Daley. 

Rosmary Radford 

Reuther. 

Is Christianity essentially 

sexist. 

Liberation Theology. 

What is liberation 

theology? 

Key Biblical texts. 

Marx, alienation and 

exploitation.  

Structural Sin.  

The preferential option 

for the poor.  

Liberation theology and 

the Catholic Church.  

 

The Challenge of 

secularism.  

Freud’s idea of God as 

an illusion. 

Evaluating Freud’s views 

on God. 

Dawkins’ Criticism of 

religion.  

Evaluating Dawkins 

view.  

Jo Marchant contrasting 

Freud and Dawkins. 

Education and Schools. 

Religion government 

and state. 

Secularisation as a 

theory.  
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